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MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD 
BENTON BAKER, PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
MINUTES 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 04, 2004 
 
THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD CONVENED AT 12:10PM ON 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 04, 2004, IN THE COMMISSIONERS COURT ROOM OF THE 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 301 NORTH 
THOMPSON,CONROE, TEXAS. 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER    
 

Benton Baker, Presiding Officer called the meeting to order at 12:10pm 
 

B. ROLL CALL 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Benton Baker, Presiding Officer, Defense Attorney’s Representative 
Stacey Mooring, Vice Presiding Officer, Designee for District Attorney 
Les French, Surety Representative 
Judge Michael Mayes, 410th District Court 
Martha Gustavsen, County Treasurer 
Darin Bailey, Designee for County Clerk 
Judge Lanny Moriarty, Justice of Peace, Pct. 1 
Judge Mary Ann Turner, County Court at Law # 4 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
Barbara Adamick, District Clerk 
Judge James Cates, City of Conroe Municipal Court 
Vanita Buchanan, County Judge’s Designee 
Capt. Robert Green, Designee for Sheriff 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
 
Cara Wood, Legal Counsel 
Jan Avery, Bail Bond Administrator 
 

 Presiding Officer Benton Baker declared a quorum present. 
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
There was no public comment. 

 
D. READ AND APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 07, 2004. 
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Motion to approve the minutes of the October 7, 2004 meeting was 
made by Darin Bailey.  Martha Gustavsen seconded the motion and the 
motion passed. 

 
E. TREASURER 

 
Martha Gustavsen presented the Treasurer’s Report.  There was an 
additional $140,000 and some change in the collateral which totaled to 
$2,818,310.56.  The Texpool balance as of October 31, 2004 is  
$66,559.85.  Martha recommended that the Treasurer’s report be 
approved.  Les French made the motion, Judge Lanny Moriarty seconded 
it,the motion passed.  
 
Another comment that Martha Gustavsen made was in regards to the 
Bail Bond Board members.  All were in agreement and Jan will have the 
books available the day prior to the meeting.  Jan will either get them 
to the members or they may pick them up.   
 
The next item for discussion by Martha Gustavsen was the fact that as 
of November 20th, 2004 Jan Avery will have completed the 90 day 
probationary period. Judge Michael Mayes asked if there had been any 
complaints, Martha stated that there were none. Judge Michael Mayes 
made the motion to approve the increase, Judge Lanny Moriarty 
seconded it and the motion passed.  Benton Baker congratulated Jan on 
the increase. 
 
Martha Gustavsen also made the comment about Jan Avery and Bobbie 
Light attending the Bail Bond Course in Houston, completing it and 
receiving a certificate for it. Jan had asked at the class about Insurance 
companies being required to have licenses separate from the agents 
they have licensed.  Jan spoke with Roger Moore, who is an attorney, 
also an instructor for the Bail Bond Course in Austin, he said that 
Montgomery County is the only county that interprets the Code this 
way.  It was decided that this issue might need further clarification.  
Cara Wood said she would revisit the issue and review it. Les French 
made the comment that his interpretation is that only the agent needed 
to be licensed. 
 

F. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

Jan Avery reported there was $500.00 collected for the month ending 
October 31, 2004 from Daisy Real for application of license renewal.  
Jan also presented the “List of Licensed Sureties Report” dated 
November 8, 2004.  
 

G. PRESIDING OFFICER: 
 
1. Discuss the status of bond forfeitures/judgment and action to be 

taken.  
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Benton Baker asked Stacey Mooring how we were coming on the Bond 
forfeiture lists and he stated that he had met with Jan Avery and Cara 
Wood.  Jan explained the spreadsheets she had prepared. 
 
It was decided that funds from the collateral held in the Treasurer’s 
Office of companies with expired licenses in Montgomery County would 
be taken to pay their Bond Forfeitures. 
 
Darin Bailey made the motion to remove funds in the amount of 
$12,732.00  from the collateral in the Treasurer’s office and deposit 
where directed by the County Auditor to pay the outstanding judgments  
dated 01/01/94 – 06/20/03 per the schedule. Les French seconded the 
motion, the motion passed. A resolution will be written on this and it 
will be executable upon the Presiding Officer’s signature.  
 
Darin Bailey made the motion to remove funds in the amount of 
$15,637.00 from the collateral in the Treasurer’s office and deposit 
where directed by the County Auditor to pay outstanding judgments 
dated 06/21/03- 09/30/04 per the schedule.  Martha Gustavsen 
seconded the motion, the motion passed.  A resolution will be written 
up on this, and executable upon the Presiding Officer’s signature. 
 
It was stated that companies licensed in Montgomery County will be 
given a grace period for them to receive the letters and act on them.   

 
 

G2.  Review and if appropriate approve the license application of Alton 
Stanfield dba Zebra Bail Bonds. 
 
Dan Rice, representing Alton Stanfield, introduced him to the Board.   
 
It was Jan Avery’s recommendation that the application be approved 
and all was complete and in accordance with the Code. 
 
Martha Gustavsen made the motion that it be approved, Judge Mary 
Ann Turner seconded the motion, the motion passed. 
 
G3.  Review and if appropriate approve the license renewal of Daisy 
Real dba Daisy Bail Bonds.   
 
Jan Avery said that all was in order, John Stephenson had prepared the 
letter on the Criminal Background check and Stacey Mooring would see 
that all Board members received it.  It was Jan Avery’s recommendation 
that the license renewal of Daisy Real dba Daisy Bail Bonds be approved.   
 
Judge Mary Ann Turner made the motion that it be approved, Les 
French seconded the motion, the motion passed. 
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G4.  Review and if appropriate approve request for release of collateral 
to Bankers Insurance Company/ A-Affordable Bail Bonds.   
 
Darin Bailey stated that the County Clerks office had nothing showing as 
outstanding for them and Jan Avery stated that neither did the District 
Clerk’s office.  All paperwork to release the collateral had been 
received.  Martha Gustavsen made the motion that the collateral be 
released, Les French seconded the motion, the motion passed.  A 
resolution will be written on this and executable upon the  Presiding 
Officer’s signature. 
.   
G5.  Discuss issues in relation to expediting a Capias being issued on an 
FTA, the Clerk’s office role, the Sheriff’s Dept. role and the DA’s 
office. 
 
Stacey Mooring stated that this issue had been reviewed on three 
different levels in the District Attorney’s Office.  It had also been 
discussed with Tommy Gage and he is all for facilitating any necessary 
changes needed.  Darin Bailey stated that the County Clerk’s office 
would like to be included on any discussions and review.  In defense of 
the County Clerk’s Office they are doing this in the required amount of 
time and usually in 7 days but once sent to the jail it is taking anywhere 
from 3 weeks up to 2 months. 
 

H. Comments by Les French, Surety Representative.    
 
Les French brought up the FTA list which they do get from the County Clerk’s 
Office but the felony list has not been available.  David Bluestein and Peggy 
Fitzpatrick told him that it was the Bond company’s job to keep up with the 
skips and to talk to Stacey Mooring.  Stacey Mooring said that he would check 
into it. 
 
Les French also brought up that in any other counties when the judge issues 
the FTA, he (bondsman) can immediately take the defendant to the jail.  He 
also said it was a concern of several Bond companies that there should be a 
cap imposed on the amount of Bonds attorney’s can write. They also inquired 
if attorneys are paying their forfeitures and being held to the same guidelines 
as the Bonds companies.  Benton Baker said that the matter of attorney and 
judge bonds are not an issue for this Board but for the Bail Bond Industry to 
address.   
 
Les French made the motion to adjourn, Judge Michael Mayes seconded the 
motion, the motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:04p.m. 

 
 
 

 
 


